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 In 2005 literary and film critic Edward Turk immersed himself in New York City’s ACT FRENCH festival,
a bold effort to enhance American contact with the contemporary French stage. This dizzying crash course
on numerous aspects of current French theatre paved the way for six months of theatregoing in Paris and a
month’s sojourn at the 2006 Avignon Festival. In French Theatre Today he turns his yearlong involvement
with this rich topic into an accessible, intelligent, and comprehensive overview of contemporary French
theatre. Situating many of the nearly 150 stage pieces he attended within contexts and timeframes that stretch
backward and forward over a number of years, he reveals French theatre during the first decade of the
twenty-first century to be remarkably vital, inclined toward both innovation and concern for its audience, and
as open to international influence as it is respectful of national tradition.
 
French Theatre Today provides a seamless mix of critical analysis with lively description, theoretical
considerations with reflexive remarks by the theatremakers themselves, and matters of current French and
American cultural politics. In the first part, “New York,” Turk offers close-ups of French theatre works
singled out during the ACT FRENCH festival for their presumed attractiveness to American audiences and
critics. The second part, “Paris,” depicts a more expansive range of French theatre pieces as they play out on
their own soil. In the third part, “Avignon,” Turk captures the subject within a more fluid context that is,
most interestingly, both eminently French and resolutely international. The Paris and Avignon chapters
contain valuable and well-informed contextual and background information as well as descriptions of the
milieus of the Avignon Festival and the various neighborhoods in Paris where he attended performances,
information that readers cannot find easily elsewhere. Finally, in the spirit of inclusiveness that characterizes
so much new French theatre and to give a representative account of his own experiences as a spectator, Turk
rounds out his survey with observations on Paris’s lively opera scene and France’s wealth of circus
entertainments, both traditional and newly envisioned.
 
With  his shrewd assessments of contemporary French theatre, Turk conveys an excitement and an affection
for his topic destined to arouse similar responses in his readers. His book’s freshness and openness will
reward theatre enthusiasts who are curious about an aspect of French culture that is inadequately known in
this country, veteran scholars and students of contemporary world theatre, and those American theatre
professionals who have the ultimate authority and good fortune to determine which new French works will
reach audiences on these shores.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Snyder:

This book untitled French Theatre Today: The View from New York, Paris, and Avignon (Studies Theatre
Hist & Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this e-book from your list.

Steven Thomas:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
French Theatre Today: The View from New York, Paris, and Avignon (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture), you
could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

Lee Long:

The guide with title French Theatre Today: The View from New York, Paris, and Avignon (Studies Theatre
Hist & Culture) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Dianne Haire:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This French Theatre Today: The View from New York, Paris,
and Avignon (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) can give you a lot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let us have French Theatre Today: The View from New York, Paris, and Avignon (Studies Theatre
Hist & Culture).
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