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A global and pioneering leader of progressive Christianity and the bestselling author of Why Christianity
Must Change or Die and Eternal Life explains why a literal reading of the Gospels is actually heretical, and
how this mistaken notion only entered the church once Gentiles had pushed out all the Jewish followers of
Jesus.

A man who has consciously and deliberately walked the path of Christ, John Shelby Spong has lived his
entire life inside the Christian Church. In this profound and considered work, he offers a radical new way to
look at the gospels today as he shows just how deeply Jewish the Christian Gospels are and how much they
reflect the Jewish scriptures, history, and patterns of worship. Pulling back the layers of a long-standing
Gentile ignorance, he reveals how the church’s literal reading of the Bible is so far removed from these
original Jewish authors’ intent that it is an act of heresy.

Using the Gospel of Matthew as a guide, Spong explores the Bible’s literary and liturgical roots—its
grounding in Jewish culture, symbols, icons, and storytelling tradition—to explain how the events of Jesus’
life, including the virgin birth, the miracles, the details of the passion story, and the resurrection and
ascension, would have been understood by both the Jewish authors of the various gospels and by the Jewish
audiences for which they were originally written. Spong makes clear that it was only after the church became
fully Gentile that readers of the Gospels took these stories to be factual, distorting their original meaning.

In Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy, Spong illuminates the gospels as never before and provides a better
blueprint for the future than where the church’s leaden and heretical reading of the story of Jesus has led
us—one that allows the faithful to live inside the Christian story in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A
Journey into a New Christianity Through the Doorway of Matthew's Gospel will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Irene Gwyn:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Biblical
Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through the Doorway of Matthew's
Gospel.

Pearl McLean:

The reason? Because this Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through
the Doorway of Matthew's Gospel is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Melissa Conner:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A
Journey into a New Christianity Through the Doorway of Matthew's Gospel to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to



be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Biblical Literalism:
A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through the Doorway of Matthew's Gospel can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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